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By convening the FMTA’95 (Formal specifications: Foundations, Methods, Tools 
and Applications) Conference we aimed at bringing together people active in the 
whole spectrum of software specification: from the abstract to concrete, from the 
actual design and implementation to considerations on applicable tools (“mental and 
metal”). The response among the invited was more than satisfactory, and on a beauti- 
ful Monday morning of 29 May 1995, in Konstancin (a spa-village on the outskirts of 
Warsaw) we welcomed 56 participants from 13 countries on both side of the Atlantic. 
During the three days of the Conference we heard 30 half-four presentations and 
had some tool demonstration sessions; the discussions at coffee-breaks, during meals 
and walks in the surrounding countryside, not to mention the well-attended bars, 
provided an opportunity for further exchange of views, opinions and rumors. 
As with most conferences, the friendly off-the-lecture-hall interactions will remain 
in the memories of the participants; thanks to the generous offer of the Editor-in-Chief 
of Science of Computer Programming we are able, however, to present to the wider 
audience some of the formal contributions to the FMTA’95. 
Not all papers read at the Conference are represented here. Some authors could not 
find time to prepare a final written version; in some other instances, the editorial 
process determined that a journal version was not yet ready. Nevertheless, we believe 
that the selection we bring to the readers’ attention fairly reflects the scope of 
FMTA’95. 
In the course of editorial processing, some of the papers published in this special 
issue underwent substantial changes with respect o their original form. In all cases, 
however, the main thrust of the papers remains intact. 
In preparing the special issue, we have relied heavily on the generous assistance of 
the reviewers; we wish to thank all of them. FMTA’95 could not have taken place if it 
was not for the support, financial and/or in kind, of several sponsors: Institute of 
Informatics of Warsaw University, Foundation for Information Technology Develop- 
ment, State Committee for Scientific Research in Poland, Project MeDiCiS (Meth- 
odology for the Development of Computer System Specifications) of the European 
Commission. It is our pleasant duty to thank them here. 
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